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W. A. Johnson, Captain, 
Corps of Engineers, U. S. Army, 
Room 405 Customhouse, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Dear Sir: 

Referring your letter of December 16th 1915, quoting 
an extract from the River and Harbor Act of March 4th, 
1915, as follows: 

“The Secretary of War is hereby authorized and direct- 
ed to cause preliminary examinations and surveys made at 
the following names localities .... Scioto River and its trib- 
utaries, Miami River and its tributaries .... with a view to 
devising plans for flood protection and determining the ex- 
tent to which the United States should co-operate with the 
States and other communities and interests in carrying out 
such plans, its share being based upon the value of protec- 
tion to navigation.” 


Also your request that we furnish you with such com- 
mercial statistics relating thereto as we might be able to 
secure, considering local as well as through commerce and 
the productions of the various manufacturing and agricul- 
tural centers: 


We now beg to submit the following report in compli- 
ance with your request: 


Columbus, Ohio— Commercial Statistics—In order 
that we might, if possible, arrive at actual figures to be used 
in making this report, a printed form accompanied by a let- 
ter bearing on the subject of “River Navigation” was sent 
out to One Hundred and Three firms who handle commodi- 
ties such as might be expected to move via barge canal. The 
letter read: 


“We are compiling commercial statistics for the Gov- 
ernment Engineers to be used by them in their report to 
Congress with a view to devising plans for flood protection 
and determining the extent to which the United States 
should co-operate, its share being based upon the protec- 
tion to navigation, and whether or not through navigation 
would open up new markets which would justify the con- 
struction of a navigable waterway connecting the Great 
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Lakes with the Ohio River. Will you please fill in the at- 
tached form, adding any additional information which 
would be valuable in connection with such a report, and 
return it to us at an early date accompanied by a letter 
stating your views on the subject?” 

We received ninety-one written replies and reports con- 
taining data, from which has been compiled the table of 
figures shown in EXHIBIT “A” attached hereto, showing 
total tonnage of various commodities, estimated value, por- 
tion of such tonnage that would move via water, and ad- 
ditional tonnage which would be made available by a River- 
to-Lake-Waterway. While some of the replies received 
were from firms who stated that such a waterway could 
not be used for the transportation of their own commodi- 
ties, there were but few exceptions to the general opinion 
expressed that a waterway connecting the Lakes and 
Rivers would be a valuable aid to transportation. 


Points Other Than Columbus, Ohio—Commercial Sta- 
tistics—In our endeavor to secure commercial statistics 
from other points along the route between Sandusky and 
Portsmouth, we visited several of these cities and con- 
sulted certain interested parties, who later sent us such 
data as they were able to secure. EXHIBIT “B” attached 
hereto shows the tonnage figures as reported. 


Through Traffic— Commercial Statistics —In com- 
pliance with your request that in this report we consider 
through traffic, considerable thought has been given as to 
what might be the best method of procedure and what 
tonnage statistics might properly be used in this connec- 
tion. Even an attempt to state approximately the amount 
of tonnage that would move by barge would be mere guess- 
work, as new markets would be opened and points located 
along the route would seek new fields in the purchase of 
raw materials. It is reasonable to expect, however, that a 
fair portion of the tonnage now moving over lines operating 
north and south through this part of the State would move 
by barge. With this in mind, we have used figures taken 
from the 1914 Reports of The Ohio Public Utilities Com- 
mission. In compiling these figures we have considered the 
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possibilities of duplication caused by two or more railroads 
handling the same tonnage; for example, a large portion 
of the Norfolk & Western’s tonnage is handled north to 
lake ports by the Pennsylvania Company, hence the Penn- 
sylvania Company’s tonnage has been omitted. Any dupli- 
cation which may exist will be offset by the low estimate of 
ten per cent., on which we have based the portion to move 
by barge. Statistics covering the above will be found in 
EXHIBIT “C” attached hereto. 


Comprehensive reports of duly appointed Commissions 
and written discussions by various authors seem to need 
few, if any, additional arguments pro and con on the sub- 
ject of Inland Waterways. However, we wish to state that 
should it be shown a sufficient amount of tonnage would 
be available for transportation by barge to justify the cost 
of construction, then, we are in favor of such a project, and 
should it be decided to connect the Great Lakes with the 
Ohio River, we would favor the Central Route (Sandusky to 
Portsmouth). An important factor in connection with such 
a waterway would be a centrally located distributing point, 
—Columbus with its adequate railroad and terminal facili- 
ties is well equipped for this purpose. This, together with 
the attached tables of tonnage statistics, concludes our 
report. 

Respectfully submitted, 


THE COLUMBUS CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 


J. G. YOUNG, 
Traffic Manager. 


Columbus, Ohio, March 14, 1916. 
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